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Report points to biometrics among top
growth market
Research and Markets has released a report
forecasting the global biometric market through
2012. The report points out that the biometric
market place will continue to benefit, due to
technological and performance developments,
wide spread adoption and acceptance,
standards development and is expected to
continue its growth through to 2013 at a
compound annual growth rate of 23%.

New FBI technology being used by city
police
Five police agencies around the U.S. have
been utilizing a handheld, fingerprint-based
biometric scanner as part of an FBI pilot
program of its FBI Next Generation
Identification System, according to a Pittsburg
Post Gazette article.
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Report: heavy growth in biometrics
The research firm MarketsandMarkets has
released a new study of the biometrics
marketplace that projects a heavy growth rate
over the next four years. Advances in Biometric
Technologies and Market Analysis breaks
down the various modes of biometrics such as
fingerprint, iris and facial and by regions such
as North America, Asia and Europe.

Biometrics may have helped find Bin
Laden
The U.S. military has been using biometric
technologies in war zones for more than 10
years so it should come as no surprise that the
technology may have played a role in finding
Osama bin Laden, according to a report in the
National Journal.
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Military used biometrics to confirm bin Laden’s identity

Among the tools U.S. armed forces had at their disposal to ensure they had the correct
identity of Osama bin Laden after killing him were biometric scanners such as facial
recognition, according to a Wired article.

The specific tool used by military personnel to be sure they had the right person was
an updated version of the Secure Electronic Enrolment Kit (SEEK II), a mobile
biometric device that collects iris scans, fingerprints or facial scans and authenticates
identities by comparing the information wirelessly to an FBI database.

The SEEK II device, also known as Crossmatch, is a faster, more robust version of the
BATS and HIIDE biometric collection systems that military personnel had been using in
the past in the Middle East to try and collect as much information as possible to better
distinguish between citizens and those with terrorist ties.

The SEEK II had some important upgrades over its predecessors especially in terms of
its database access as well as its ability to communicate wirelessly due to its multiple
communication capabilities as well as its access to databases beyond those held in the
country its being used.

Despite the push for usefulness of the facial recognition, defense officials maintain that
fingerprint biometrics have remained the most useful and dependable mode of
biometric authentication for the military. Due to this, however, some see the modern
procedures for such military operations are taking on a somewhat police work feel that
sees military personnel collecting evidence and sending back to the FBI for analyzing.

Read the full story here.  
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