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the platen, dead bodies, which lack
natural oils, leave deteriorated skin
behind. “When we used the system,
we had to make sure we cleaned it
very well,” Ruslander recalls, “because
it had decomposing remains on it.”
CrossMatch officials tried using
alcohol pads to scrub the system
but found it left streaks behind.
They soon discovered packing
tape to be a ready solution, says
Christensen. The examiner simply
applies the tape over the platen,
then quickly tears it off. “This
pulls the contaminants right off,”
he says. noting CrossMatch also

maintains cleanliness by putting
the system in what he describes
as “a giant Ziploc bag” then
cutting a slot in the bag-where the
fingerprint platen is located.
While no one can predict the
future, in the case of digitally
printing the deceased, one thing is
certain — there will be more of it.
For those agencies using livescan
and fingerprint capture systems in
this way, the benefits far outweigh
the costs. “It saves time, money and
manpower,” says Trettel. “We can
make IDs on our own, with our own
system and our own ID unit.”

As for Palm Beach Gardens,
the next time officials have an
“unidentified body problem,” they
now know how to solve it. *We get
quite a few decomps down this way,”
Ruslander says. But with digital
fingerprinting, John Doe’s identity
may no longer be in question. =
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